Garden Cottage

We moved from Campbell’s Cottage to Garden Cottage in 1992.

Strone Estate had been split up and Kate How now owned Campbells Cottage, and she wanted to sell it.  By now we were part of a Steering Group trying to get houses built in the village, they were going to be completed in just over a year, so we asked Mr Johnny (Ardkinglas Estate) if he had a house he would rent to us for a year, he gave us Garden Cottage.

I had lived in Garden Cottage when I was a child and there hadn’t been much change since I left there in 1969 to move to Garage Cottage at the Square.

Garden Cottage is a detached house, situated on the estate road between Ardkinglas House and the Fish Farm, at the bottom of the Caspian.

You go into the house through the front porch, it had a small window on the side facing down the loch. (there were stone tiles on the floor of the porch). Then in through a big heavy wooden door, straight in front of you was the stairs, to the left was quite a big room, (we used this as our living room) with a window to the front, a fire on the side wall, which had a brick fireplace.  To the right as you came in the front door was another large room, with a window to the front, at the back of the room on the left hand wall was a walk in cupboard, which was all shelved, it had a small window to the back.  There was a fireplace on the opposite wall, small brick, neither fire heated the water.

You went through another door across from the one you came in, into what was the kitchen, it had a window to the front and a skylight, this room was very damp, I must have painted it at least four times in the year we were there.  There was a very deep sink in the room, below the skylight.  We decided to use the big room next to this small room as the kitchen and had our cooker wired in there, we also had a gas cylinder fire in there. 

From the small kitchen you went through a door to the back of the house into the bathroom, it had a wash hand basin, bath and toilet, with a tiny window looking out to the Caspian.  This room was also very damp, there was fungus growing on the bath!! when we first moved in.

At the top of the stairs where was a lovely  oval, (but flat at the bottom?) window, we had our Christmas tree there at Christmas time, it looked beautiful.  To the left at the top of the stairs was a large bedroom, it had a window to the front and a fireplace on the side outside wall, we never really used this room.  (This was Mum and Dads room when we lived there previously)  To the right at the top of the stairs was another large bedroom (we used this one) this also had a window to the front, that wouldn’t close completely as it had been painted solid.  On the outside, gable end there was a fireplace, which smoked when you had the downstairs fire on in the kitchen, as the chimney had a crack in it.  To the right of the front window was a tiny room off the large bedroom, we used it for storage, but I can remember it being full of toys when I was there as a child, my dolls cot was stored in there, it had a small window to the front too. 

All the windows were single glazed, and all the floors were made of stone, there was no central heating in Garden Cottage, the only form of heating was the two fires in the downstairs rooms which we had on all the time and still the house was freezing in the winter.  We used to burn a ton of coal a month, and still we couldn’t get the house warm. 

We left in December 1993, to move into a brand new house at 6 Kilmorich, with central heating and double glazing.  Fantastic!! 

Memories of Garden Cottage:

Going to bed with more clothes on than I had worn during the day!, (couldn’t have survived without one of these fleece suits)

Sleeping in the living room as it was to cold to go upstairs.

Radar chasing poachers round the Caspian at 7am.

Fantastic barbque’s in the garden, with the sun setting down the loch.

No neighbours.
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